COVID-19
Vaccination Programme

Communications priorities

27 June – 3 July 2022

This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme.
We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

HEADLINES THIS WEEK
The best way to protect yourself and those you love from getting really sick
from Covid-19, now that the Covid-19 regulations have been repealed, is to
vaccinate, take the booster and limit your risk of infection.
• If you are vulnerable to infection, due to your age or another medical condition, then continue to
wear your mask indoors especially when in crowded spaces and avoid high risk social gatherings.
• Before travelling check to see what the regulations are in that country, and if you are flying check
what the airline’s specific regulations are. South Africa does not require you to have a PCR test but
there may be other countries that do.

Monkeypox is usually a mild virus, and there really is no need to worry

• It is not linked to Covid-19 which is a coronavirus, and instead is a member of the Orthopoxvirus.
• Transmission is through respiratory droplets and contaminated materials.
• Initial symptoms appear 7-14 days after exposure and include fever, headache, muscle aches,
backache, chills and fever, followed by a rash and blisters on the skin.

Practice good hand hygiene

• Monkeypox and many other infections can prevented by good hand hygiene such as washing
hands with soap and water, or using an alcohol-based hand sanitiser after contact with animals,
people who are sick, and before preparing or eating food.

Reinforce Previous Messages
Covid is NOT over and it’s also the winter flu season, which means protecting
yourself is key. If you’ve not yet vaccinated or got your booster it’s BEST to get
these now.
• Vaccination offers you the best protection from severe Covid-19, hospitalisation and death.
• If you are at higher risk, over 50 years or have a medical condition, the vaccine PLUS the booster will
give you the most protection.

Yes, you can go out and enjoy yourself, but make sure to protect yourself from
illness

• Choose to wear your mask indoors.
• Be aware of ventilation and choose to sit or stand closer to open windows where air flows more freely.
• Try to avoid crowded spaces and if you can avoid congested areas or events as these are riskier spots.

Look after your health plus your children’s health

• If you are due for a health check-up or worried about a health issue don’t delay go to a clinic now.
• Other health issues such as TB, HIV, hypertension, diabetes, cancer, sexual infections are all still around
and it is definitely best to get help sooner rather than later so you can manage your health.
• There have also been new cases of children getting measles. The measles vaccine does saves lives, so
please get your child vaccinated now, especially if you missed their jab previously.

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout
Progress by 25 June 2022
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Daily vaccination statistics

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/
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0800 029 999
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Interventions & Updates
Vaccine Certificate

Download your vaccination certificate onto your
mobile by logging onto the sacoronavirus website
or by using the following web link:
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za

Monkeypox

Monkeypox was first discovered back in the 1950s
and is an infection caused by the Monkeypox virus.
There are more than 80 poxviruses and smallpox,
which was eradicated in 1980, is one of them.
Many South Africans who are over 40 years
received the smallpox vaccine as babies and are as
a result are protected to some extent against
Monkeypox.
Infection is through contact with an animal, human
or contaminated material and enters via the eyes,
nose, mouth, broken skin and respiratory tracts.
You cannot get the virus just by being in the same
room as someone with the virus. Washing hands
and avoiding contact with an animal that has
recently died in an area where Monkeypox has
recently been detected.

1 in 2 adults have vaccinated

70% of people who are 60 years or older have
vaccinated and close on 9 million young people as
well. That is a lot of people, in fact over 22 million
people in South Africa have chosen to vaccinate.
The next time you hear someone say that South
Africans aren’t vaccinating share the facts of just
how many have and how those who are vaccinated
are less likely to have severe Covid-19 or need to
go to hospital.

Extra Booster if
you are 50 plus

Boosters help to keep
your immunity up and
reduce your chance of
being hospitalised or
getting very ill from
Covid-19. If you are
over 50 years and have
a
co-morbidity
a
booster is a must to
keep you healthy.

Initial symptoms appear approximately 7-14 days
after exposure and include fever, headache, muscle
aches, backache, chills and exhaustion. Blister-like
lesions (much like chickenpox) appear 1-3 days
after initial symptoms on the face, extremities and
may also appear elsewhere on the body. The
blisters scab and then clear up.
The virus is usually mild but may be severe in some
people such as babies, children, pregnant women
and people who have a compromised immune
system. The fatality rate is 1%.
To find out more visit the NICD website and click on
monkeypox.
https://www.nicd.ac.za/diseases-a-zindex/monkeypox/

COMMUNICATIONS HIERARCHY FOR
27 June – 3 July 2022
WHAT

The best way to protect yourself and those you love from getting really sick from Covid-19, now that the Covid-19
regulations have been repealed, is to vaccinate, take the booster and limit your risk of infection.
•
•

If you are vulnerable to infection, due to your age or another medical condition, then continue to wear your mask indoors especially
when in crowded spaces and avoid high risk social gatherings.
Before travelling check to see what the regulations are in that country, and if you are flying check what the airline’s specific regulations
are. South Africa does not require you to have a PCR test but there may be other countries that do.

Monkeypox is usually a mild virus, and there really is no need to worry
•
•
•

It is not linked to Covid-19 which is a coronavirus, and instead is a member of the Orthopoxvirus.
Transmission is through respiratory droplets and contaminated materials.
Initial symptoms appear 7-14 days after exposure and include fever, headache, muscle aches, backache, chills and fever followed by a
rash and blisters on the skin.

Practice good hand hygiene
•

Monkeypox and many other infections can prevented by good hand hygiene such as washing hands with soap and water, or using an
alcohol-based hand sanitiser after contact with animals, people who are sick and before preparing or eating food.

WHY

The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go
now because you have the highest risk. A few people have come for vaccination without realising they already have Covid-19, and
have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 infection and not from the vaccination. The vaccine does not cause sexual
problems or infertility. But if you catch Covid-19, you could experience these problems until you recover fully. It’s another good
reason to be vaccinated right away!

WHO

Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its benefits
to them, their families and communities.
You can visit any vaccination site at a government health facility or a
private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have medical
aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to pay.

WHERE

HOW

WHAT IF

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA
from other countries.
Individuals who don’t have documents, for whatever reason,
are also able to be vaccinated for FREE at public sites.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites.
You can find out where your closest site is by visiting
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active-vaccination-sites/ or
calling the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999 – it’s a
free call. You can also look on the app: findmyjab.co.za
If you register, you will Getting vaccinated is easy.
get an SMS telling you When you get to the vaccination
where and when to go site, a nurse will take your
to get vaccinated.
temperature to check that you
But you don’t have to don’t have Covid-19. If you do,
wait for the SMS. Just you’ll be asked to come back in a
go to your nearest
month when it’s safer for you and
vaccination site.
for all the other people in the
queue.
If your temperature is normal,
you’ll be invited to join the queue
to be vaccinated. When you do,
you’ll feel a small prick in your
arm.
Afterwards you’ll be asked to stay
for 15 minutes just to make sure
you have no side effects.

YOU CAN JUST ARRIVE AT A VACCINATION SITE BUT IT WILL SAVE YOU TIME
IF YOU REGISTER FIRST
It will save you time if you register as that way your details are
already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can choose when and where
to get vaccinated.
• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where to
get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.
• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your
Vaccination Certificate from
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/
It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the vaccine If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is
you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and headaches
racing, feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for
and chills. But it goes away after day or so.
advice.
If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director: External Communication Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za

