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As I write this message, there is a guarded air of optimism 

that the economy could be on a recovery path, even though 

it is off a low base due to the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic.

 

I say guarded because the crisis in Ukraine has put a damper 

on global economic prospects. Any global economic 

downturn or slowdown would also affect SA’s growth 

prospects; this at a time when we really need sustained 

recovery which will benefit not only our sector, but the wider 

economy as well. 

 

I am, however, still hopeful that 2022 will be materially better 

than the previous year. As we learn to live with and better 

manage COVID-19 infections and cases, we will see a return 

to normalcy of both economic and social life. 

 

I am glad that the government has acknowledged the impact 

of the lockdowns on the economy, and as a consequence they 

have launched the recent draft regulations issued for public 

comment on proposed responses to pandemics and other 

health disasters. We have provided our input and hopefully 

these will be considered before the regulations become law. 

 

I am also encouraged that the government acknowledges 

the role of the private sector in investing for growth and job 

creation. In this regard, the decision to set up a taskforce that 

will identify red tape impeding progress is most welcome, as 

are ongoing efforts to find lasting solutions to the power crisis. 

We cannot over-emphasise the importance of reliable power 

supply and the decision to allow private sector participation in 

renewable energy is an encouraging development. 

 

As a member driven association, we continue to address 

various policy and regulatory issues that affect our members, 

through the relevant government departments as well as 

structures such as Nedlac. We value your input and counsel 

which has and continues to assist us in our lobbying efforts. 

We will this year continue with such key initiatives as the 

food waste and loss voluntary agreement, finalising a Food 

Donation Best Practice Guideline, sustainability, crime risk 

mitigation and, through GS1 South Africa, ensure that CGCSA 

consolidates its role as the authorised reseller of barcodes 

among other projects GS1 South Africa is implementing. 

 

We have also started preparations for our annual summit, 

which has become a must-attend event for our members, and 

more details will be shared throughout the coming months 

leading up to the summit. 

 

In closing, please do not hesitate to contact us on any issues 

related to your needs and requirements, and/or comments 

you wish to share after reading our newsletter. We always 

value your contribution..
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Red Tape List

In the State of the Nation Address (SONA) 2022, President 

Cyril Ramaphosa announced that a task team will be 

established to work on eliminating red tape in government 

regulations that hamper business growth. This would also help 

alleviate constrictive administration around business.

Regulatory Matters

 

According to the President, there are too many regulations in the country that are unduly complicated, costly and difficult to 

comply with. This prevents companies from growing and creating jobs. The task team will also work with other departments 

and agencies to unblock specific obstacles in respect of investment and business growth. It will also support current initiatives 

to simplify processes relating to property registration, cross-border trade and construction permits.

 

The business sector’s contribution to this process (that is, compiling a list of Red Tape items) was led by Business Unity of 

South Africa (BUSA). To this end, the CGCSA made a 37-page submission of the “List of Legislation – Red Tape” that highlights 

legislation which impedes trade to BUSA. Members will be kept updated on the work of the task team.

 

Gauteng Township Economic 
Development Bill

In February 2022, the Gauteng Provincial Legislature gave 

the CGCSA and other affected stakeholders an opportunity 

to make written submission on the Gauteng Township 

Economic Development Bill, 2020.  The Bill seeks to provide 

for the promotion and development of township economy 

and to create a conducive environment for the attainment 

of that purpose; and to provide for matters connected with 

or incidental to the initiative. Some of the objections of the Bill, is to require the big retail shopping malls and supermarkets in 

Gauteng townships to source some of their products and services directly from township-based producers, manufacturers and 

service providers.  

 

The CGCSA made a comprehensive written submission on the Bill and is expecting to get a response from both the Gauteng 

Provincial legislature and the Gauteng Department of Economic Development on its submission.
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New Covid-19 Regulations

 On 15 March 2022, The Department of Health published 

the new proposed health regulations for public comment in 

relation to Covid-19 and other medical conditions outside of 

the National State of Disaster. These regulations have been 

shared with CGCSA members for their information and inputs.

This effort is part of the Government’s transition plans from 

the current National State of Disaster which has been in 

place for more than two years. These regulations have been 

presented to the NATJOINTS structures including the Legal 

and Regulatory Measures Workstream. Once approved, 

these regulations will be implemented within the National 

Department of Health with the support of some of the public 

entities reporting to the department and will not be tabled 

before Parliament as they are subordinate legislation. 

The proposed regulations seek to introduce several 
control measures which include the:

1. Surveillance and control of notifiable medical conditions.     

2. Public Health measures in points of entry.      

3. Management of Human Remains.     

4. Regulations relating to Environmental Health.      

The regulations propose the following:

Measures in ports of entry: All people entering or exiting 

South Africa during the pandemic should present negative 

PCR test results not older than 72 hours, if they do not 

have a full vaccination certificate. This repeals the current 

requirement of negative PCR test results for all incoming 

travellers with or without a vaccination certificate.

As part of efforts to manage transmission during large 

gatherings considered to be possible super spreader events, 

the regulations proposed the restriction of night vigils and 

after-funeral gatherings. The indoor and outdoor gatherings 

may occupy up to 50% of the venue capacity provided there 

is production of a valid vaccination certificate; practice of 

social distance of at least one metre and compulsory wearing 

of masks. The attendance of outdoor gatherings without proof 

of vaccination will be limited to only 1 000 people and 2 000 

for outdoor gatherings with social distancing of at least one 

metre. 

 

The CGCSA will be providing inputs on the proposed 

regulations through BUSA.
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Food Quality and Nutrition

EPR Update04

05

Following the Submission of proposed EPR fees by PROs in 

2021, by 05 January 2022 the Minister was supposed to 

approve the proposed fees within 60 days of submission. 

After recent follow up with the DFFE, they confirmed that they 

are still waiting to obtain concurrence with the Minister of 

Finance (the Minister), which is the cause of the delay.

 

According to Regulation 7, the Minister must approve fees 

before PRO’s can start invoicing. Due to compliance pressure 

to meet recycling targets, PRO’s have started issuing out 

invoices for EPR fees payment and letters to request reports 

on packaging tonnages.

 

PRO’s advised their members to voluntarily pay the fees, the 

fees will be adjusted according to the Minister’s response. In 

the meantime, packaging tonnages can be reported to PRO’s 

even before payment is made.

 

Currently, the CGCSA’s position is to advise its members in 

respect of the current Regulations and compliance. 

The CGCSA have been informed that the updated draft 

labelling and advertising regulations are at the Department’s 

Legal Services Department for review. It is unclear when these 

will be finalised and published as a draft for public comment. 

This matter is being discussed at the Nutrition Technical 

Working Group level to put forward further joint industry 

positions.

Further Working Group discussions will be held in 

May and June 2022 to discuss the Healthy Food 

Options Initiatives and related matters. 
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Food Safety
We had a fruitful engagement with the FSI SMME 

Forum on 22 March 2022 and we extend 

our gratitude to members who made it to the engagement.

The key focus areas for the Food Safety Pillar for this 

year are :

• Microbiological Guideline.     

• Product Recall Guideline.

• GFSI Global Markets Capacity Building Programme.

• Food Fraud.

• SMME Member Engagement Project.

We would like to urge members to participate in engagements 

that will be taking place within the pillar and also answer to 

the calls to comment on building materials to reach the goals 

set out for the pillar.

For any food safety related enquiries,kindly contact

precioum@cgcsa.co.za

The first Compliance Committee meeting of the year 

was held on 16 February 2022.  It was well attended

by members, and the agenda was packed with feedback from the 

pillar leads as well as interesting presentations from the National 

Consumer Commission (NCC) and the National Regulator for 

Compulsory Specifications (NRCS). 

Membership Matters

The Food Donation Working Group is working on finalising a Food Donation Best Practice Guideline, which we aim to make 

available in May 2022.

The Policy, Standards and Regulations Round-table will be invited to make comments on the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and 

the Environment’s National Food Waste Management Strategy that will be drafted this year.

The Dairy Whole Chain Resource Efficiency Working Group was launched in March and will be identifying activities to assist in 

addressing food loss and waste in this value chain.

Members’ inputs on priorities for 2022 - 2023 were determined 

by a voting process during the meeting. These inputs were taken 

forward to the relevant working groups and Executive Council 

for further discussion. A strategic planning session was held 

with the FSI Executive Council on 26 January, where Council 

members gave their inputs on focus areas for the year.  
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Food and Packaging Waste: Closing Event

Sustainability 

CGCSA hosted a closing event of the Food and Packaging 

Waste Prevention and Reduction Initiative on Wednesday, 23 

March 2022. This landmark initiative has culminated in the 

launch of the South African Food Loss and Waste Voluntary 

Agreement on 29 September 2020. Signatories and other 

stakeholders reported on the progress and achievements 

made towards food and packaging waste.

 

Some of the agenda items and speakers included: word 

by the CGCSA Board Co-Chair: Mr. Gareth Ackerman, 

introductions by the CGCSA CEO, Mr. Gwarega Mangozhe, 

a keynote address about the importance of this project for 

South Africa’s developmental agenda by honourable Minister 

Barbara Creecy: the DFFE, word by H.E. Dr Riina Kionka: the 

EU Ambassador, word by Ms. Thembelihle Ndukwana: the 

DTIC (project partner), and the presentation of the project 

experts reports by Dr. Jaisheila Rajput: Toma-Now and Mr. 

Kyriakos Parpounas: Parpounas Sustainability Consultants. SA 

Stakeholder Testimonials by Mr. Sanjeev Raghubir: Shoprite 

and Ms. Marlinie Kotiah: Danone and finally EU Stakeholder 

Testimonials by Mr. Axel Darut: Citeo,  Mr. Brian Lipinski: 

World Resources Institute (WRI) and Dr. Richard Swannell, 

WRAP.
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The recording of the event can be viewed HERE:

Please see video showcasing the Danone Packaging Recycling Project mentioned at the event here:

For more information
Visit: https://www.cgcsa.co.za/service-offering/food-safety-initiative/

Email: flw.initiative@cgcsa.co.za 

https://youtu.be/bUA0-GZNrmE
http://www.cgcsa.co.za/service-offering/food-safety-initiative/
mailto:flw.initiative%40cgcsa.co.za?subject=
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Latest core signatories
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There are currently 74 signatories who have joined the South African Food Loss and Waste Initiative since it was launched 

in 2020!
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We look forward to September when the collective signatory food loss and waste figures will be made public.

The focus of the Core Signatories over this quarter has been to collate their food loss and waste baseline information 

for submission at the end of March 2022. The reporting process is as follows:

2 0 2 2  C O R E  S I G N AT O R Y  R E P O R T I N G
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Welcome to our new members: Illovo, Sugar Association of South Africa, 

Beverage Association of South Africa and Cosmos Dumplings. We welcome 

them on board.
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The Consumer Goods Council of South Africa(CGCSA), Food Safety Initiative (FSI) Division, has been providing 
advisory services and support to the Consumer Goods Sector since 2006. The FSI’s focus is on Food Safety, Food 
Nutrition, Food Quality and Food Sustainability. We support and advise general food industry stakeholders on technical, 
scientific,regulatory, and related matters.

We are able to offer workshops online and 
physically at the CGCSA premises, or at the 
companies’ premises

Venue:

We are able to offer workshops to individuals 
and groups of up to 30 people (at CGCSA or at 
the companies’ premises).

We are able to provide workshops in English 
and other official languages such as Xhosa, 
Zulu, Northern Sotho, and Southern Sotho.

Our workshops are currently not SETA-
accredited, but we are working towards having 
them accredited.

Our experts, who have more than ten years’ 
experience in the food industry and regulatory 
environments, offer and facilitate our  
workshops in a practical and easy-to-
understand manner. 

Language:

Accreditation:

Expertise: 

Number of participants:

Workshops
Who may attend:

Workshops are available to members and non-members.

Food Safety Initiative Training Workshops

The FSI currently offers the following workshops:
•   International & National Trade, Food Control and Regulatory Framework  

•   Food Safety & Hygiene: Legislative Requirements and Private Standards

•   Food Labelling  

Food Safety Initiative (FSI) 
Training Workshops

Our workshops are based on product 
knowledge and industry specific.

Regulatory Training/Workshops
Members are reminded that FSI conducts Regulatory training (at an additional cost).

Sessions can be tailor made to suit your company’s needs. Please contact the FSI team for further information
01
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Workshop Duration Who Should 
Attend Content

International & National 

Trade, Food Control and 

Regulatory Framework

8 Hours

Personnel In:

Supply Chain

Regulatory

Quality

Nutrition

• Understanding of Global Trade Process

• Understanding of the World Trade Organisation

• The Relevance of Codex Alimentarius to National Regulations

• Overview of South African Food Control & Regulatory

• Overview of Levels of Legislation (Acts , Regulations, Policy, 

Guidelines)

• Overview of Legislation Drafting Process (from draft to 

publication)

• Understanding Food Legislation & Interpretation

• Practical Application & Interpretation of a Regulation (Food 

Safety & Hygiene, Quality, Food Labeling, Legal Metrology, 

Retail readiness, GS1 barcoding)

Food Safety & Hygienic 

Legislative requirement 

and Private Standard 

8 Hours

Personnel In:

Supply Chain

Regulatory

Quality

Nutrition

• Understanding the difference between Food Safety & hygiene 

Legislation and Private Standard 

• Food Safety Enforcement in South Africa

• Practical Food Safety exercise (GFSI-Global Markets & 

Certificate of Acceptability/Checklist)

Food labeling 8 Hours

Personnel In:

Supply Chain

Regulatory

Quality

Nutrition

Marketing

Overview of SOuth AFrican Labeling Regulatory requirements:

• DTIC, SABS & NRCS

• Department of Health

• Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development

With a focus on regulations related to:

• Legal Metrology

• Agricultural Product Standard Act

• Foodstuffs, Cosmetic and Disinfectants Act

• Practical Label Evaluation

• The relevance of GS1 Standards (barcoding and market access) 

to Law & Compliance

Full-Day Workshop: time will be allocated for lunch and two breaks (Morning & Afternoon)
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The Food Safety Initiative (FSI), a division of the Consumer Goods Council of South Africa (CGCSA manages programmes relating 

to Food Science, Food Safety, Quality, Nutrition, Health & Wellness, Regulation and other matters that are relevant to the Consumer 

Goods and Retail sector. Our goal is to empower our stakeholders with industry best practice and regulatory advisory services that 

will support their visions to grow sustainable businesses.

Our current projects include food regulatory compliance, food safety, food waste reduction, salt reduction, healthy food options, 

product recall and the global markets programme.

We also offer the following Consultation Services:

Item Rate (Vat Excl) Description

FSI Presentations/training R 11247.60

• Fee charged per session

• Minimum of 10 attendees per session

• Excluding:

• Travel & accommodation expenses (outside Gauteng):

• R3,82/km travel

Expert assistance on food and 

regulatory related enquiries/matters

R 910.52

R 3.82 /km

• Minimum 2-hour Consultation

• Excludes flight & accommodation cost (outside 

Gauteng province)/CGCSA offices meeting (no travel/

accommodation costs).

Label Assessments against legislation

Fee per label/hour

FSI Regular members R 1668.60

CGCSA members (non-FSI) R 1786.84

Non-CGCSA members (100% up

front charge)
R 2108.03

SMME (Non-CGCSA Member)
R 565.76

R1071.20
Mandatory 2-hour consultation on regulatory compliance

Alerts on matters affecting the industry 

(Annual Fee for Non-CGCSA members)
R5784.48

FSI Consultancy Services (excl. VAT)
Please see below FSI Consultancy Services and Fees that are available to members.

For full membership options, please email us. 

For further information please contact fsiservices@cgcsa.co.za.
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SAPS Engagements

A decrease in Armed Robbery incidents in the retail sector has been noted when compared to the same period in 2021.

The Jewellery industry experienced a notable decrease in all crime incidents and this can be attributed to the SAPS multi-

disciplinary approach, which has led to the arrest of several suspects. 

Illicit Trade and Counterfeiting

Over this period, continuous disruptive operations have been conducted by SAPS and 

SARS based on the information received by various sources and the CGCSA Anti Illicit 

Trade and Counterfeiting hot-line. Successes were achieved for both alcohol and tobacco 

related products. Various operations were conducted in Gauteng, Free State and in 

Mpumalanga during which huge amounts of cigarettes and alcohol were seized and 

various suspects were arrested. 

The CGCRI and its valued members engaged with the SAPS Gauteng Provincial 

Commissioner, General E. Mawela on 23 February 2022 to address all the challenges 

faced by the industry and to forge the way forward.

Channels of communications were established and four Brigadiers were then assigned by 

the Provincial Commissioner to attend all the Crime Risk Initiative meetings and to provide 

support where necessary. 

The CGCRI will be engaging with the other Provincial Commissioners where problems 

have been identified and to establish a similar structure as Gauteng.

Crime

01
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The below information is a summary of the key events over the past quarter 

and will advise you of upcoming events.

Upcoming Meetings

• Food Loss and Waste Food Donation Guideline Review Meeting 21 May 2022

• Food Loss and Waste Dairy Whole Chain Resource Efficiency Working Group Meeting 

Date in May to be confirmed

• Food Loss and Waste Food Donation WG Meeting 26 May 2022

• Food Loss and Waste Advisory Committee Meeting 27 May 2022

• Nutrition Technical Working Group Meetings to be scheduled in May and June 2022

• Association working group meeting 18 May 2022

• Trade working group meeting 18 May 2022

• CGCSA Board meeting 25 May 2022

• Food Safety Technical Working Group Meeting
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