COVID-19
Vaccination Programme

Communications priorities

28 March – 3 April 2022

This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme.
We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

HEADLINES FOR THIS PERIOD
Vaccines are still our best defence against Covid-19

• Covid-19 is still around and 3 out of 4 people who are in hospital due to severe Covid have not been
vaccinated.
• Vaccines reduce your risk of getting very sick, and also reduce your risk of longer lasting health issues as a
result of Covid-19.

Missed your second vaccine? Or lost your vaccine card? No worries come
through now to a vax site

• You don’t need to start again, just start off from your last vaccine. And if you’ve lost your card you don’t
need your card to get your next jab or booster. You can also download your vax certificate as proof of
vaccination.

#KeReady2Flex Challenge

• Young people stand a chance of winning their share of R100,000 in weekly prizes.
To enter send your vaccination related creative message to
WhatsApp ‘flex’ to 060 019 0000.

Reinforce previous messages
Vaccines are FREE at ALL Vaccination Sites
• Including public, private or pop-up site.

Wear you mask indoors

• Also on public transport and in crowded public places.

Boosters increase your body’s immunity
giving you more power against Covid-19

• The booster adds to the immunity you got from your first vaccinations.
• You can choose either the J&J or the Pfizer dose as your booster.

0800 029 999

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout
70%
67% of
the total
population.

60%
50%
3 4.6 % of population have

40%

received one dose.

Progress by 25 March 2022

30%
20%
10%
0%

At least
one dose
% Total pop. 20,868,945
% Adult pop. 19,329,155
60+
3,779,123
50-59 yrs
3,110,623
35-49 yrs
6,132,848
18-34 yrs
6,303,358
12-17 yrs
1,539,790
Booster doses 2,064,966

Strategies & Interventions
Digital Vaccination Certificate
Download your vaccination certificate and
ask a friend, your employer or the Covid-19
contact centre to help you.
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za
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Vaccination statistics are updated daily https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/

News
National Health Act:
Draft Regulations

Interested persons are welcome to submit
comments on the proposed Regulations relating to
environmental health, surveillance and the control
of notifiable medical conditions, public health
measures in points of entry and the management
of human remains.
Email your comments to
tsakani.furumele@health.gov.za before 15 April.

Covid-19 Contact Centre
0800 029 999
7am-8pm weekdays
8am-6pm weekends & public holidays
English, Afrikaans, isiZulu, isiXhosa & Sesotho

Vax Champs
Join the network of more than 48 000 people
who have vaccinated and are motivating
others to vaccinate too.
#vaxchamps
vaxchamp.org.za

Locate a vaccination site

• Call the contact centre 0800 029 999
• Visit sacoronavirus.co.za
• Use the app Findmyjab
Call the Covid-19 contact centre if you
have any questions about Covid-19 and
the vaccine.
You can even speak to a health
professional.

Strategies & Interventions
Adjusted Alert Level 1
Mandatory mask wearing

Wearing a mask is mandatory when in public
indoors spaces. Masks are not needed when
outdoors.

Gatherings

No more than 50% of venue capacity:
- With proof of vaccines or negative Covid test: no
upper limit on numbers
- Without proof of vaccination or negative Covid
test: upper limit of 1,000 indoors and 2,000
outdoors.
Social distance of at least 1 metre between people,
except at schools.
Masks must be worn for all indoor gatherings.

KeReady2Flex Challenge
This 8-week challenge invites young people to
create content in the form of audio clips, video,
graphics, photographs, and drawings and post
these on social media with the hashtag
#KeReady2Flex.Daily spot prizes and weekly
prizes totalling R100,000 every week.

Funerals
Funerals are restricted to a maximum of 200 people
with a two hour limit. No night vigils or post-funeral
gatherings are permitted.

Submit entries on WhatsApp by sending the word
“Flex” to 060 019 0000.
Email: Flex@vaccinesupport.co.za
Twitter/ Instagram/Facebook: @Kereadysa

Protecting Each Other
To protect yourself and others continue to do the
following:
• Wear a mask that covers you nose and mouth
when in public.
• Keep a safe distance from others.
• Stay away from closed or crowded spaces.
• Wash your hands regularly with soap or
sanitiser.

Vaccination Schedule
Primary Schedule

Booster doses

One dose
J&J

Minimum of
60 day interval

J&J OR
Pfizer

Minimum
90 day interval

J&J OR
Pfizer

OR
Primary Schedule
First dose
Pfizer

Second dose
Minimum of
21 day interval

Pfizer

Booster dose
Minimum
90 day interval

Pfizer OR
J&J

COMMUNICATIONS HIERARCHY FOR
28 March – 3 April 2022
WHAT

Vaccines are still our best defence against Covid-19

• Covid-19 is still around and 3 out of 4 people who are in hospital due to severe Covid have not been vaccinated.
• Vaccines reduce your risk of getting very sick, and also reduce your risk of longer lasting health issues as a result of Covid.

Missed your second vaccine? Or lost your vaccine card? No worries come through now to a vax site

• You don’t need to start again, just start off from your last vaccine. And if you’ve lost your card you don’t need your card to
get your next jab or booster. You can also download your vax certificate as proof of vaccination.
#KeReady2Flex Challenge
• Young people stand a chance of winning their share of R100,000 in weekly prizes. To enter send your vaccination related
creative message to WhatsApp ‘flex’ to 060 019 0000.
Vaccines are FREE at ALL Vaccination Sites
• Including public, private or pop-up site.
Wear you mask indoors
• Also on public transport and in crowded public places.
Boosters increase your body’s immunity giving you more power against Covid-19
• The booster adds to the immunity you got from your first vaccinations.
• You can choose either the J&J or the Pfizer dose as your booster.
WHY

The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go
now because you have the highest risk. There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people
have come for vaccination without realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19
infection and not from the vaccination. The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility. But if you catch Covid-19, you
could experience these problems until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away!

WHO

Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its benefits
to them, their families and communities.
You can visit any vaccination site at a government health facility or a
private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have medical
aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to pay.

WHERE

HOW

WHAT IF

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA
from other countries. Undocumented people are being
vaccinated in pilot sites in eThekwini, Tshwane and Cape
Town. We will grow the number of sites in these provinces
and expand to other provinces in the coming weeks.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites.
You can find out where your closest site is by visiting
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active- vaccination-sites/ or calling
the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999. Free call.
YOU CAN JUST ARRIVE AT A VACCINATION SITE BUT IT WILL SAVE YOU TIME IF If you register, you will Getting vaccinated is easy.
get an SMS telling you When you get to the vaccination
YOU REGISTER FIRST
It will save you time if you register before you go, so that your details where and when to go site, a nurse will take your
to get vaccinated.
are already in the system.
temperature to check that you
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
But you don’t have to don’t have Covid-19. If you do,
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
wait for the SMS. Just you’ll be asked to come back in a
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
go to your nearest
month when it’s safer for you and
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
vaccination site.
for all the other people in the
Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
queue.
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit longer.
If your temperature is normal,
If you have access to the Internet, you can now choose when and
you’ll be invited to join the queue
where to get vaccinated.
to be vaccinated. When you do,
• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where to
you’ll feel just a small prick in your
get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.
arm.
• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Afterwards you’ll be asked to stay
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your
for 15 minutes just to make sure
Vaccination Certificate from
you have no side effects.
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/
It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the vaccine If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is
you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and headaches
racing, feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for
and chills. But it goes away after day or so.
advice.
If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director: External Communication Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za

