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On the 25th of September 2021; the CGCSA was invited to the launch of the “Country in Blue: Extending Our Reach 

Through Blue Light Visibility” campaign by SAPS. The aim of this campaign is to increase SAPS visibility and presence. 

SAPS vehicles will keep their blue lights on between 18h00 and 06h00 everywhere in the country. This was the pre-

cursor to the SAPS Safer Festive Season Campaign.

The SAPS National Safer Festive Season Campaign was 

launched on Friday the 15th of October 2021 in Brits, 

North West. Our CEO Gwarega Mangozhe gave a 

message of support to the SAPS for the campaign and 

congratulated them on the early implementation of the 

campaign. Police Minister Bheki Cele; the SAPS National 

Commissioner General Khehla John Sithole and the 

SAPS senior management were also in attendance and 

re-emphasised the importance of high police visibility 

to mitigate crime threats in the country.

“High visibility will be the order of the day. Blitz  

operations will be conducted across all provinces 

on days and times aligned to the crime pattern 

and threat analyses, for the duration of the Safer 

Festive Season Campaign that will run through 

to end of January 2022” said General Sithole. 

The CGCSA has provided SAPS with the identified 

vulnerable areas in the industry and this information 

will be utilised in the SAPS deployment strategy.

SAPS Country in Blue:  
Extending Our Reach Through Blue Light Visibility

Together, we can  
stop illicit trade!

The SAPS Safer Festive Season Campaign

Our CEO Gwarega Mangozhe gave a message of support to the SAPS for 
the campaign congratulated them on the early implementation.

Police Minister Bheki Cele re-emphasised the importance of high police 
visibility to mitigate crime threats in the country.
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An increase in crime incidents has been noted during 

this quarter when compared to the same period 

in 2020. The use of violence by suspects is also on 

the increase. Opening & closing times remain high 

risk. Consumers and retailers advised to remain 

vigilant during those time periods and to ensure that 

precautionary measures are in place.

Based on the information received via the CGCSA 

Illicit Trade & Counterfeiting hotline; various 

successes were achieved for both alcohol and tobacco 

related products. This information was shared with 

law enforcement which included SAPS & SARS. 

Various operations were conducted in Gauteng, 

Free State; Mpumalanga; and in the Western Cape 

during which huge amounts of cigarettes and alcohol 

were seized and various suspects were arrested. 

The sharing of information with law enforcement 

is an ongoing process for purposes of mitigating 

the threat and ensuring positive growth in the 

economy of the country. The CGCSA Anti Illicit 

Trade Desk (AITD) currently focuses on alcohol & 

tobacco however we are working on expanding the 

footprint to include food, pharmaceuticals & apparel. 

Illicit trade & counterfeiting poses a health threat to 

the citizens of the country and the economy of South 

Africa (fiscus).

Crime 

Illicit Trade & Counterfeiting
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Food Packaging Waste Dialogues

We hosted the Food and Packaging Waste Dialogues, a Strategic Partnership between the European Union and South 

Africa. This Strategic Partnership focuses on enhancing policy dialogue to achieve the following key objectives:

Sustainability 

We are excited to share the below 
signatories, who have committed 
to playing their role in South Africa. 
They are also working towards the 
United Nation’s 12.3. Sustainable 
Development Goal, which is to half 
food loss and waste by 2030!

It has been a year since we launched 
the South African Food Loss and 
Waste Voluntary Agreement. We 
thank all signatories who have since 
signed up and continue to work 
tirelessly to prevent and reduce food 
loss and waste. 

• To identify food and packaging waste hotspots in South Africa 

• Conduct an analysis of causes and contributing factors 

• Develop workable solutions to address the problems 

• Review the implementation status of regulatory oversight for packaging waste in South Africa. Recommendations 

will be provided on: 

- Enhancing South Africa’s current waste management practices. 

- How best South Africa can minimize and manage its food and packaging to  

   influence reduction and prevention of food waste.

- Developing a framework to best align and administer the food loss and waste,  

  and packaging waste initiatives.

- Determining fit for purpose, reporting mechanisms for food and packaging     



5

L AT E S T  C O R E  S I G N AT U R E S

For more information

Visit Website

Email: flw.initiative@cgcsa.co.za

L AT E S T  A S S O C I AT E  S I G N AT O R I E S

mailto:flw.initiative%40cgcsa.co.za?subject=
https://www.cgcsa.co.za/service-offering/food-safety-initiative/
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The board approved the Legal, Regulatory and 

Sustainability Register positioned by the Legal, 

Regulatory and Sustainability (LRS) Department to lead 

member organisations and proactively address legal and 

regulatory risks. Member organisations continue to be 

given the opportunity to network, share best practices, 

and act on the most pressing legal and regulatory issues 

of the day. 

From environmental compliance (EPR Regulations) and 

product safety (the Agricultural Products Standards Act) 

to employment law and privacy (COVID-19 employee 

vaccination) and the National Disaster Management 

Regulations, the LRS Department helped member 

organisations to address these legal and regulatory 

challenges that impacted their operations. Some of the 

key projects embarked upon include the following:

 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Regulations 

The EPR regulations came into effect in May 2021. 

They are a pro-active response to the growing national 

concern around waste and its impact on society and the 

environment. The following are required for producers 

under the EPR regulations:

• To register with the Department of Environment, 

Forestry and Fisheries from 5 May and no later than 

5 November 2021.

• Join or form an EPR scheme that includes the entire 

value chain. 

• Be accountable for the operation and performance of 

an EPR scheme.

• Pay the appropriate fees to the EPR scheme.

• Fulfil monitoring and reporting obligations – to begin 

Q1 2022.

 

To get member organisations compliance ready, we 

conducted several workshops with EPR schemes. We 

will continue addressing member challenges with the 

Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

to come up with a producer regulatory model for 

the effective implementation of the EPR regulations.  

Regulatory Matters

The Agricultural Products Standards Act, 1990 (“the 

APS Act”)

The APS Act requires the inspection of products of an 

agricultural origin to regulate their quality and standards.  

s.2(3)(a) of the APS Act gives the Minister of Agriculture, 

Land Reform and Rural Development authority to 

appoint assignees who may be designated to carry 

out these inspections on behalf of the Department of 

Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development (“the 

Department”).

Leaf Services has been designated as an assignee in 

terms of section 2(3)(a) of the APS Act, with respect 

to regulated grains and grain products. In line with its 

designated mandate, a gazette was published for public 

comment in which Leaf Services was meant to commence 

inspections from 1 April 2021. We objected to the fees 

charged by Leaf Services and called for the suspension 

of the inspection pending further consultations with the 

industry. The consultations took place in May and June 

2021 However Leaf Services failed to take the industry’s 

concerns into consideration and still published the fees 

for implementation in July 2021. Together with four other 

affected parties, we lodged an urgent appeal in terms of 

section 10 of the APS Act, which led to the suspension of 

the published fees. 

The Appeal board appointed by the Department 

on 26 July 2021, is scheduled to meet in October 

2021 to consider the arguments by the respective 

parties.  Should the appeal board rule in favour of Leaf 

Services, we will consider its options. This may include 

launching an interdict – a legal process that could lead 

to the permanent suspension of Leaf Services fees.  

Retail Liquor Research

CGCSA in partnership with the Liquor Independent 

Traders Association of South Africa (LTASA), recently 

conducted research on the impact of COVID-19 

Regulations on the Liquor Industry. We were particularly 
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interested in looking at the off-site consumption liquor 

sector, that was only able to trade for four days compared 

to the on-site consumption liquor sector which was 

able to trade for the full seven days, under the National 

Disaster Regulations. 

The research showed that the restricted four-day trading 

period was not only discriminatory, anti-competitive 

but also unsustainable. Affected liquor store owners 

have been forced to retrench staff and reduce wages. 

Many of these store owners have warned of bankruptcy 

and permanent closure the longer these restrictions 

remained in place. 

It is of concern that one of the unintended consequences 

of the restrictions has been the growth of the illicit 

market, as consumers have found a way of accessing 

alcohol even under restricted trading days, or when there 

is a total ban on liquor sales. 

CGCSA and LTASA are particularly concerned 

by the lack of scientific evidence and/or data for 

the continued discrimination against the off-site 

consumption liquor sector. Together we have been 

calling on the government to rescind its decision to 

impose trading restrictions, and work with business 

to find sustainable solutions. Since moving to level 

1, the government had lifted the restrictions to allow 

normal trading according to liquor licenses to resume. 

 

Nutrition and Quality

The nutrition technical working group collected feedback 

relating to the planned mandatory front-of-pack labelling 

system that was presented as part of a webinar in April 

this year. This feedback was sent to the Department 

of Health in August for their consideration, ahead of 

publication of the draft regulations, which will include 

this front-of-pack labelling system.

The South African Association for Food Science and 

Technology (SAAFoST) hosted a symposium outlining 

the role of food science in meeting nutrition goals at 

the International Congress for Dietetics on 1 September 

2021 where Linda Drummond was invited to present.

SAAFoST has also been running a series of webinars that 

provide a scientific update on non-sugar sweeteners. 

These are available on SAAFoST’s website.

 

Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade

The SADC Business Council has again raised issues, 

which they previously mentioned at the SADC sitting in 

March 2021. It was advised that the Biosafety Competent 

Authority of South Africa write to the Biosafety Competent 

Authority of Namibia requesting for a bilateral meeting 

to discuss all issues pertaining to compliance and 

awareness creation. Based on this advice, we and affected 

members presented trade barriers that relate to Namibia 

at this bilateral meeting that was held on 7 June 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

National Nutrition Week will take place between 9 - 15 

October this year. The theme for this year is ‘Eat More 

Vegetables and Fruit Every Day’.  More information about 

how members can participate will be shared by email.

We celebrated World Food Day on 
16 October 2021 under the theme 
‘Grown, Nourish, Sustain, Together’.
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Training

The Consumer Goods Council of South Africa(CGCSA), Food Safety Initiative (FSI) Division, has been providing 
advisory services and support to the Consumer Goods Sector since 2006. The FSI’s focus is on Food Safety, Food 
Nutrition, Food Quality and Food Sustainability. We support and advise general food industry stakeholders on technical, 
scientific,regulatory, and related matters.

We are able to offer workshops online and 
physically at the CGCSA premises, or at the 
companies’ premises

Venue:

We are able to offer workshops to individuals 
and groups of up to 30 people (at CGCSA or at 
the companies’ premises).

We are able to provide workshops in English 
and other official languages such as Xhosa, 
Zulu, Northern Sotho, and Southern Sotho.

Our workshops are currently not SETA-
accredited, but we are working towards having 
them accredited.

Our experts, who have more than ten years’ 
experience in the food industry and regulatory 
environments, offer and facilitate our  
workshops in a practical and easy-to-
understand manner. 

Language:

Accreditation:

Expertise: 

Number of participants:

Workshops
Who may attend:

Workshops are available to members and non-members.

Food Safety Initiative Training Workshops

The FSI currently offers the following workshops:
•   International & National Trade, Food Control and Regulatory Framework  

•   Food Safety & Hygiene: Legislative Requirements and Private Standards

•   Food Labelling  

Food Safety Initiative (FSI) 
Training Workshops

Our workshops are based on product 
knowledge and industry specific.
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World Food Safety Day Competition 
To commemorate the World Food Safety Day, the FSI ran a competition on social media to raise awareness  

of food safety among Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMMEs). The winners received a free training 

day on food legislation, including regulations relating to food safety. This training took place with three SMMEs  

on 8 September 2021.
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Working with Food Forward South Africa, Meals on Wheels, and New Beginnings we distributed food 
and dairy products to the most vulnerable and restored hope to many.

The South African National Défense Force, Home of Hope and many communities benefited from 
these generous contributions ranging from:

FOOD DONATION
CGCSA members responded to the call to assist communities affected by the 
rest Civil Unrest and looting in Kwa Zulu Natal and Gauteng.

CGCSA wishes to thank all its members who worked through their various foundations and NGO 
networks to respond to the plight of many. We wish to acknowledge the following organisations 
who responded to CGCSA’s request for assistance:

Maize Meal - 33 280kg Inkomazi - 2 952kg Cremora - 2 500kg
2-minute noodles - 94,9kg Yoghurt - 290 pallets Nescafe Coffee - 287.50kg
Bread Flour - 5 625kg Chicken - 2 tons
Red Bull Energy Drinks - 364 cases Maggi Mashed Potato - 3 000kg

and a personal  
donation from  

Mr Prashant Pandya 
from Westfalia.
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Pepstores Chief Executive Marketing  
- A changing, but thriving retail sector 
amidst economic disruptions 
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CONTACT US:
Tel: 011 777 3300

@CGSA1

www.cgcsa.co.za

The Consumer Goods Council of South Africa (CGCSA)

164 Katherine Street, Pinmill Farm, Block D, Barlow Park, 
Sandton, 2148

The Global Language of Business

http://www.cgcsa.co.za
https://goo.gl/maps/agosbZCAcivE5p316
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-consumer-goods-council-of-South-Africa-CGCSA
https://twitter.com/CGCSA1

