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CGCSA Set to Hold Crime Risk Seminar to Help Businesses Strengthen Security and
Build Resilience

Johannesburg, 05 August 2026 - Retail business and government leaders as well as
crime experts will meet in Johannesburg on 6™ August 2026 at a seminar to discuss
collaborative efforts to address crime which continues to be a threat to business and the
wider economy. The seminar has been organised by the Consumer Goods Council of South
Africa (CGCSA) in collaboration with Business Against Crime South Africa (BACSA).
Anchored within the Government-Business Partnership and Business Against Crime South
Africa (BACSA 2030), the seminar will move beyond discussions to action, providing
delegates with direct insight into national policing priorities, government priorities under
the JICC (Joint Initiative on Crime & Corruption); emerging threats and industry best
practices. The seminar will also be launching new opportunities for collaboration through
an Industry Anti-Crime Platform with shared industry commitment to protecting South
Africa’'s economy.
Bringing together senior government and law enforcement officials, industry CEOs,
industry specialists, business leaders, speakers and delegates to examine South Africa’s
evolving crime landscape and develop practical collaborative responses. Providing the
keynote address will be Major General B Magashalala, SAPS: Deputy Provincial
Commissioner, Crime Detection: Western Cape.

e Other speakers include:

e Zinhle Tyikwe, CEO, CGCSA, who will reinforce the partnership between CGCSA

and BACSA.

e Adv Anton du Plessis, CEO, BACSA who will speak on BACSA 2030, the
Government-Business Partnership and how the retail sector fits into the national
response.

e Mr. Khule Duma, Portfolio Lead; Programmes & Partnerships: Private office of the
President who will present government’s priorities within the JICC and to identify
where structured industry support is required.

e Ms. Tanya Van Mellis from COSATU: Head of Policy Unit who will demonstrate
the impact of illicit trade and counterfeiting of goods on labour and economic
growth in SA.
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e Mr. Mark Nasila, FNB: Chief Data and Analytics Officer, will explore emerging
technology-enabled crime opportunities and the impact of Al.

e Mr. Vershen Naidoo from Takealot: Head of Risk and Security for the Supply
Chain Division, will discuss digital crimes facing the E-Commerce industry.

e Mr. Nuno Pires Pick n Pay: Head of Health, Safety & Security, will discuss Crime
in the retail sector highlighting common risks, challenges, lessons learnt and
opportunities.

e Ms. Michele Francis Padayachee Executive Head: Global Standards, GS1 SA,
will illustrate practical tools that the consumer goods industry can implement to
strengthen supply-chain resilience.

There will also be panel discussions on coordinated enforcement, traceability, supply-
chain integrity and cross-sector collaboration.

Abraham Nelson, CGCSA Executive: CGCRI, says “Crime has become one of the most
significant constraints to economic growth, investment, and consumer confidence in
South Africa. Organised crime, illicit trade, extortion, technology-enabled crime, and
attacks on supply chains are placing increasing pressure on the consumer goods industry,
affecting business sustainability, employment, and the country’'s broader economic
resilience. Addressing these challenges requires more than effective security measures—it
demands coordinated national action between government, law enforcement, the private
sector and communities.

“We therefore trust that the seminar will strengthen existing collaborative efforts and
enhance strategies by bringing together and engaging with all relevant stakeholders from
various industries, private security service providers, government and communities. The
focus will be on developing collaborative mitigation, solutions to produce tangible and
measurable outcomes,” he concludes.

End.



